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.. ~-oryn ar:1d Jess.i·e Y:Efr_tJ?4tcfi;~pe,~~:M1aJ:o,r Ls~ Mo:orh~us•eis;,.c.ol~ .·: . 
-le·o~;@rl'of- Indian artirta6ts sho·rtly pefofe hef '1death. Tt:l.isJ,tfWectir~'n, 
~nd th:e( Gmamy~i.tems ·of interest the Vehs GOll:ected'·trortt ,.:~lll;:~~rt~~~cif 

.1,t • • • • • ,; "' - I 'f • 1 r• _ i , '! • 

""the wor·ld~ .a.re di•sp)iayea i:n the Vert .Mus.e.um_; f · _·. ': .' r • • . _: ;--,~:- ,,,,, 
', . '• \ 

' ~. ' •-. • : ' I • , :•-*- ' ' ~) . . •, } ' .. 
this -exhibit has b,ee·n evaluat~d by experts as- h>eJn_g ,dr1ef qfthe~ · 

finest dis.plays of Native American, cu:ltt:fre,.in the. state.::of' O;t-e~gprt ,r· · 
, ''i· . . • . . ~,-i . .if. :/:'I-,.;;•: .~ :i •. 
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THE VERT MEMORIAL COMMUNITY BUIILOIN<;a 

The Vert Memorial Com1munity :Bu:iilding and Museum 
-was a me·morial J·o1h1n Vert pl.anhed to honor his wife-, a 
pioneer ,f,eader in movem1ents fior the !i,mprovement ,9f the 

. Pendt'eton community. JesSe Vert Was a dharmin~fand 
;w-e:ll-eaucatedr- woman w'ho,to.ok an intense interest tn ·the 
education of young1 pe·p,pllie and~ devoted much tin1-e. to her 

·

1 

:ohurctl arl'd women's· club work. 

Through the· visi1on and; en~rgy of Pendleton's school 
supet fp:fendent, Mr. Austin L_ahdreth, a requ-est fotg.overri-
:men'f~t,~'Sl-to supplement the \Yert money was deV:eI-

• oped. Because the plan w~s for fhe proposed butldlng to 
be used ·by both the schooJs artd the comnlunity, tHrs aid. 
was c~cJm-bined with .city-bo·nds and1 the whole p'.l:artt~ ii'19tud--: 
+ng th:ef Vert :Merno;r-ia1·, the p:01ndll1eto·n Junior ·H;tgh :School .-

. ~ i:iel ·Gymnasium, was·tFfle .final result Completed in 1937, 
.· ·the ·entire··cost o·t the -complex wa'S $3Q'0,000. · 

··• ·· · · 1h~' Vert MemoriaJBuildirtg houses an,auditori~ ,, 
.. n1:tfse\jrn; l.arg:e club:rot)rh\ :ftitOe the.atre, kitich-ei:1-and' dffices .:· 
. :• for B-oy~ S·couts of Anieri~a a,rrd~ Cam,pt.ire Girls. · 

~- )~\e~¢)rcUng to -.MY. · V~1rit'·s d;efined;,. m-a1ri'a1genl'e,nt, th~ Vert 
. Co!(rrpl~ :i:s operat,ga ,l)Jl(lder t'~e combined jurisdiction of . 
lth:e; Ver{··Coun1Cil.; the· ~O;ity ·o.f·:~Pe-r1dileton and··s:c:hotcil ~District · 
·11· 6;~ '.- p. '. . ' •r7l. 

/' 



: I .· , 

THE VIBT I.IEMORIAL 

'l'he Vert i..em.orial Co.:nmuni ty Building and hluseum was originally planned by John 

Vert who by a generous bequest in his will made possible the fulfilLr!1ent of his desire 

to honor his wife, Jessie S. Vert, a pioneer leader in movements for the betterment 

of the Pendleton cormnunity. 

Mr. Vert first came to ~ndleton in 1876, and thirteen years later he brought 

his bride, Jessie S. McLean, to her Pendl et on home. Both 1:r. an:i 11rs. Vert were born 

and reared in Scotland, he in Haddi.ngton and she in Karrimuir. 

Mrs. Vert was educated on the continent of Europe, having lived in ooth Germany 

and France, where she learned to speak ooth languages fluently. She was an accomplished 

musician, also, and taught music in Pendleton for many yeo.rs. Shortly after her arrival 

she was engaged to teach languages and music in the Pendleton Acade~y, one of the early, 

fine private schools supported by the Presbyterian Chu~ch. 

'I"nose were, indeed, :pioneer days for Pendleton. The influence of the Verts 

was felt not only by the children of the cornnunity but socially, too, fortheVerts 

were active leaders. !.:rs. Vert wes a member of the leading social and study clubs. 

She wa.s most gracious and kind, had a keen sense of humor and ready wit, and was !X)?;-Ular 

vii.th old a."ld young. P.:er activities in school, civic, library, and women's club work 

was an inspiration to all who knew her. 

The Verts had no c~ildren but showed a very practical interest in the young ~eople 

by leaving money for scholarships in Eeddington, the tovm where Mr. Vert was oorn. 

Scholarships were established, also, in Cs.lgery, Alberta, Canada, where he owned 

extensive wheat lands, and in Pendleton, where most of their lives were srent. Tb_e 

:educational funds ?:ere to be known as the John and Jessie S. Vert Memorial Educational 

Fund. 

r,:r. Vert always encouraged the lodge and club activities of his wife, am it ·.-ras 

due to her influence that they decided to leave their fortune to build a clubhouse to 

be used by the women of Pendleton and to establish a museurr .• 



Mrs. Vert was a member of the Eastern Star, Current Literature C1ub,· Triursday 

Afternoon C1ub, the early groups of Pendleton pioneer days. She later belonged to the 

:·1oman's Club e.nd was one of the charter members of the Pioneer C1ub, which she he],.ped 

to organize. She was en active member of the library board when the Uroo.tille. County 

library was built. 

Mrs. Vert ssed away in Portland in 1927. Shortly afterward, ~r. Vert returned 

to live in Pendleton and to make plans for the future Vert r-.:emorial. He died in 1934, 

and by his will directed that money be given to the Pioneer Club to hel·p finance the 

publishi-ng of a book containing the stories of the early pioneer families of Pendle ton. 

This book was publisp.ed in 1937 and is enti tleq "Reminiscences of Oregon Pioneers". 

His gift of forty-five thousand dollars to the first Presbyterian. Church of 

Pendleton gave it the beautiful edifice which it now occupies. The Verts were charter 

.members of that church~ The largest part of his estate, seventy-six thousand dollars, 

was left for a building to be used for the community gocxl but especially a building 

which the women could use for their club activities; however, the amount did not seen 

sufficient to buy a site and equip a building such as Pane.let on w:,uld need. 

Through the vision e.nd energy of 1-'endleton's city school superintendent, ;.~r. 

Austin Le.ndreth, a :::eq_uest for government fwids to supple.men t the Vert money was developed. 

::1th this aid e.nd the ?lan for the ;roposed building to be used by both the sctools and 

the co!r!r,unity, the .:nagnificient plant thet Pendleton has today was the final resut. 

There are three buildings in the unit. The Vert ir·emorial building conte.ins the lar3e 

public auditorium, the woman's club room, the Vert museum, alrl the little theater, 

es well as a kitchen and s::in:..'8.l sr..E!-11 co.mmi ttee rooms. The Junior High Schoold building 

contains a complete and up-to-date junior high school of tv,enty eight rooms, e li brs.ry, 

ome econor:iics laboretories, co~plete equiI111ent for a manual training departrr.ent, e 

teachers' room, and ad.-r.inistrative offic·es. The SYmnasium building houses the gyr.".nasiu."!'., 

the cafeteria, and the locker end shower roo!:ls. 'i'he entire U!'J.j_t covers t ,·10 f ull city 

locks of l~nd, beautifully l:mdsceped, end is a credit to the city of Pendleton. 
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By Hr. Vert's will, he also left q_uite extensive collections of Indian relics, 

stuffed birds, geolo-'5ical specimens, articles of !)ioneer days, as 1·1ell as ot!i.er article s 

gathered during the Vert' s extensive world travels. The collections have been properly 

classified and placed in the museum, Which is the only one of its kind in the entire 

Northwest. 

When completed in 1936, the Vert ?.:9!:lorial building was turned over to the city 

of Pendleton by the trustees of the Vert estate. The city has asked the Scheel District 

# 16 to maintain the building. The Woman's Club room, the kitchen, the little theater, 

and the museum are under the management of a special oommi ttee composed of a chai man, 

chosen by l\'.r, Vert before his death, and a member representing each of the follov:ing 
in 

clubs named by him/the codicil of his i~ill: Current Literature Club, Delphien Club, 

Pioneer Club, Thursday Afternoon C1ub, and the ;'I0 man' s Club. This group is known as 

the Vert 1ie:iorial Co:~.mittee or Council a::id ,rovides for the care and upkeep of the 

club room, kitchen, rr.useum, and little theater. 

Aside fr0m the museum, the Vert building houses a display of pictures of notable 

local Indians painted by the Reverend Fred '.'lissenbach, for.nerly of Pendleton. These 

:p3.intings are hung in the lower main hall of the }.!er.iorial building and were donated to 

the building by interested Pendlet,en citizens. The paL"tings are highly praised by 

exrert critics. 

The Vert ~em.oriel building is a splendid exa~ple of cooperation among civic 

groups. Community welfare is served to a very high degree in the daily use of the 

building. As many as thirty-five activities, other than regular ,junior high school 

classes, use ar.d enjoy this building every week. Both publicly and :privately, it is 

a cer.ter for grot.:.ps of all ages. 

The Verts have well perpetuated their nan-,e. Pendleton is, indeed, fortunate 

end thankful for this splendid eift. 
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